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DIAMETER

This number designates the nominasl diameter of the
center of the tire. Tharefore, it is &l30 the diamater of the
wheal used with this tire,

LOAD CAPACITY

This letter designates the koad that the tiee will carry at a
given inllation pressure. The following char compares
tires of egquivalent load capacity for conventional as
compared 10 wide read designs.

Comrantional Wide Tread

7.36
175
B.2%
8.55
8.85
3.1.5

rLTomm

LOAD RANGE

In tha past. the range of loed capacity for & group of tires
has peen designated by & “Ply-Rating”™ systam. With the
advant of tha befted construction twe, however, “Fly-
Fating” hes become somewhal misleading, since a
betted tira has a 2 -phy sidewall and a 4-ply tread. Thers-
fore, the load range = now denoted by a lettar, rather
than a Py Rating,”

Oid Systemn Mew Sysiem
2-Ply/d-Ply Raling Load Range B
4 Ply/8-Ply Rating Load Range [

Note that Pontiac does not use Load Ranga A or © fires.

SECTION RATIO

This number denoles the percentage ratio
of the tire haight to width, as shown,
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Thus. 8 GTE tire is 7B% as high as it is wide, This com-
panes wath a section ratio of abouwt B3% for & conven-
tional tire (775, .55 e ). Follocwing are @ few exam-
pleg of the elatronship beteeeen size designations and
sEcton Fatho.

Tire Sizes Section Ratio
7.36, 7,75, B.26. #tc. B2
E78, F78, GTE, g, 18
E70, F70, G70, etc. 70
FE0, GED, atc, @0




it was shaved, sl it sull Gnshed
respeciably, about in the mddie of
the pack.

Dheses thiat meean tires improve with
age? Not exacily—and certandy net
indefinitely. Al some point of wear,
wet periormance will drop dramati-
cally, And even halfworm tires won't
perform as well &5 new ones in snow
What it does mean, though, is that
idrivers generally peedn’t wormy aboul
perfurmance falling off under normal
driving condiths for af least the first
200000 mibes or s

Recommendations

With the possible exception of the
Gemeral Amert-Tech ST, all the tires
we tested provide satstsctony overall
performance,. The op lour brands
did ewen hetter than that in our salety-
areented bests,

Oince again this year, the Gondwerr

| Agumired (385 average price) topped

| proup, but our festers didn’

our Raimgs by a small iargin, It per-
farmed pasticalady well in our wet:
pavernent tests. in beth hard stops
andl hard cornering. [t also braked
andl cormersd very well on dry
pavemnent, and our testers liked
the way it handled threagh
tight twrms, The Agwateed was
noiger thas average for this

find the noise all that bother-
same, The Agumired also has
mther high roling resistamce,
which means thet # might e
duce fuel ecomomy sighily.

The H‘nnﬁ'p.d.um Turanzs § (375
average) also dil well on wet pave-
ment, and it stopped a liftle shorter
than the Agwatred on 3 dry irack.
Withioanlt antilock brakes, however,
i Turaress wet-brakizg ahilty de
clined to sve e

Two other worthy fires are the
Ul Ao and the Germerad Hyelro
AxY, The Anom lirmed in & good,
solid overall performance. And at
566, on svernge, 1 books Bke the bar
gain of the bunch, The Hwdr (575
hraked wery well both wath and with-
out anfilock brakes. It also comersd
well on dry pavement, though i
seored a nobch or two below the
Agwatred in wet cormering.

FExtrapalating iest reaslts from our
P185, TR 4-size tires o olher sipes
s risky. However, we've noted m pres
viows fests a cerfain consstency
among tires of the same profile (e
*T0" in our tires” size designation)
and speed rating. Thaos, we're measen-
ably confident that 15inch, Teenes
versions of these tires with a speed
raking of % would perform similarky bo
thwe ld-Ln-.h tires we lesied, |

quires tire manufaciurers o
wealth of on the

HOW TO DECODE A TIRE

Tha LS. Danummﬂfwnﬂmm— Government-mandatad, may appear hans

Iul
evany tira. Othid usalul information, nod

as well. Troubla is, most of the information
ig in code. I-quhaﬂulda o deciphering
the most iImporant items.

Tire slpe. The *P," if prasent, indicabes
& passangar fire. Tha *185" is the
nominal width of the tie's cross Section
in millimaters. The “T0° is the aspect
ratio, the matic of tha sidewal’s haight
bo the tire's cross-sectional width, This
eadewall ks 70 percent &8 high as the
tire = wide. The “R° stands for radial—
wirfually all passenger-car tirag use
rackal-ply corstruction these days. The
“14" | the dismeter, in inches.

Sy 1 £is SCaTETR
NS ax B
875, the "87" is a code
inclcating the maximuem
welght the tire can carmy af
s maximum rated spoed—
ot very usaiul information
1o mos! peopks, Tha 5" is
ana of several possibls
spead ratings, or the
maximum Spead thal b
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tre is io sustain
withoul faiure, Some

common speed ralings ane! |
8. 112mph; T, 118 mph:
H, 130 mph; ¥, 148 mph;
Z, 149 mph or more {

Manufacturing date.
Embossed on every
tire ks a DOT serial
murmber lolovwed by 8
better code ndcating
which plant rrada
the tira, and finally

a rectangular
depression with

a threa-digt date
cohe. The firs:

bwo numbers are
s sl o 1
year. Henca, a date
code of 053 would
indicate tha fifth
weak of 1993

Traciion and ature,
Tha Guwmn:ﬂ"rﬂmrfm' ]

a test protacol for Faction

and temperatura-handling
capabilities on a scale ol A o
. with A being the bast, C e
worst, Tha traction scors &5 an
Index of strakght-ling stopping
ability on a wal surfacs. It's an
undemanding tast; about half
the passenger-car tires mada
arg ralad A The temperalure
grade is an indax of & tire’s
abiity to withaiand the heat
thai high speads, hagvy loads,
and hard driving graarabe. Al
the tiras wested rated B in
lemaprabung,

Tread-wear index. This iz a gaupe of expected
traad life. The Govermmean. throwgh someathing
called the Uniform Tire Cuality Grading system,
spedfies iests whare the tread Ba of each tine i
refed against a "reference” tine graded ai 100. A
traad-waar raimg of 420 means that—in theory, at
loast—ihe lirg should last 4.2 imes as long as he
referance tira. In our expenance with typical lires,
a trapd-wear index of 180 is quite low, &n index of
500, quite high.

Mobe thal actual tread wear ia greatly affected
by driving style, type and condition of the vehicla,
and type ol road surface. Many cbseners within
and without the tire indusiry hewva criticized these
1es1s o sevesal lechnical bases and becauss the
1ests ane run by fhe e makers thamsedses, without
indepandent verification. The eriticizms may be
apl. bul, a3 of now, the tread-wear indax: is the

oy G in iown,
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